[Comparison of variability of Rana temporaria (Amphibia, Anura) gastrula from different populations developing under the conditions of antropogenic pollution].
The gastrulation of Rana temporaria embryos was studied at the natural spawning sites of Moscow city and Moscow district by means of morphometric analysis. We demonstrated that anthropogenic pollution plays an important role in morphogenesis of Anura. The measurements of embryos from the Moscow ponds made it possible to show an increased variability of gastrulation. Moreover, the level of gastrulation variability depends on the degree of pollution of a spawning pond and is coupled with increased correlations between the morphological features. This increase of correlations could be due to: (1) an increased number of correlating features (appearance of new correlations) and (2) strengthening of the existing correlations. The first way makes the gastrulation process more coordinated, and the second one causes the appearance of morphological structures, which are normally formed only at the next developmental stages.